	Frequently Asked Questions

These are some of the questions that we often get asked and also some that we think you should know about. If you think that we could add any more items, please let us know.
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· What are Air Scouts?

Air Scouting is a branch of Scouting, not a separate organisation. It is based on the same fundamental Scouting Aims & Methods. Air Scouts follow the core balanced programme but then add a aeronautical twist to the programme and activities. It is not training for an Air Force career, although Air Scout training can be very useful for young people who are so interested. Air Scouts can be recognised by their distinctive light blue (instead of green) uniform shirts and their RAF blue berets.

· Where are the Air Beavers and Air Cubs?

There is no such thing as Air Beavers or Air Cubs. However as our Beavers and Cubs feed into the Air Scout section their programme might occasionally have a little Air related activity too. For instance instead of going to a regular museum they might visit an Air Museum. 

· When and where do you meet?

Regular Troop meetings are held every Friday evening during school terms from 7:30pm until 9:30pm. We meet at our own Scout Headquarters in Erith. 

· Do you go flying?

Yes. We try to take anybody who wants to fly at least once a year. This is normally in a powered aircraft but when the opportunity arises we also go gliding and parascending. We also have a hovercraft which is a form of flying.

· Do you go camping?

Yes. We normally have 3 camps every year, which includes hutted and tented accommodation. We also camp at Biggin Hill every year so that we can be at the airshow before the big crowds arrive.

· How much does becoming an Air Scout cost?

We do charge subs (subscriptions) every week, which provides the Group with money to pay the bills to run our Headquarters and also for the badges that Air Scouts can earn. It also ensures that all the activities you join in are covered by the Scout Association insurance policy. At present, subs are £2.50 each week with the option of paying a reduced amount of £25 per term. We do expect that subs will still be paid even if you miss a meeting so it does make sense and provide better value if you pay on a per term basis. If you or someone in your household pays tax, can you please fill in the enclosed Gift Aid form and return it to the group. This allows the group to reclaim the tax that was paid on the money used to pay subs. It is an extremely valuable source of money to the group and it costs you nothing.

· What do Air Scouts do?

Lots of things that are both fun, adventurous and safe such as Camping, Cooking, Flying, Climbing, Gliding, Hiking, Pioneering, Canoeing, Sailing, Parascending, Hiking, Expeditions, Hovercrafting, Ice Skating, Rowing, Archery.

· I have a brother or sister, can they join in as well?

Yes. We accept both boys and girls. Our Group is split into sections according to age.

	Beavers: aged 6-8 Monday 5:45-6:45pm
	Air Explorers: aged 14-18 Thursday 8:00-10:00pm

	Cubs: aged 8-10½ Monday 6:45-8:15pm
	Air Scouts: aged 10½ -14 Friday 7:30-9:30pm

	Air Network: aged 18-25 Monday 8:00-10:00pm
	


· Why do you wear an RAF badge on your uniform?

As an Air Scout Group, we are lucky enough to have passed the standard to be officially recognised by the RAF as an Air Scout Group. This means that we are able to visit RAF airbases, loan training equipment and request flights in RAF aircraft in the same way that local Air Training Corps squadrons can. In order to maintain this recognition we have to pass an inspection by a RAF Squadron Leader every 2 years 

· Where can I get my uniform?

Details of an Air Scout’s uniform, where to get it from and how much it will cost are shown on a separate factsheet.

·  Are you part of the Air Training Corps or RAF?

No, but we do have a close relationship with them. We are not a military organisation and do not teach parade drill or marching. However our uniform standards can be more rigorous in order to maintain our RAF recognition.

· Are there any rules?

Yes. Every Air Scout who gets invested (that’s what we call it when you make your Scout promise and allowed to wear your uniform for the first time) is expected to follow a ‘Code of Conduct’, contained in a separate factsheet. This may be hard for you to follow all the time but you will be told what is expected of you and the rest of the Troop will help you out. The code of conduct has been created to keep you safe, ensure that bullying is seen as unacceptable and to provide a guide for everyone’s behaviour.

· What equipment do I need?

Apart from your uniform, very little. If you intend to go to camp, apart from a change of clothes, you will need a sleeping bag, mess tins, knife fork and spoon, a mug, a torch and a waterproof coat. Everything else such as tents and cooking equipment is supplied by the Group. As an experienced camper, you may want to think about getting some boots, a rucsac and a hiking tent.

· Why can’t I pay for activities using a cheque?

Unfortunately, there have been some instances where cheques have ‘bounced’ and although we did eventually receive the money, our bank has charged us a significant amount when this happens. For this reason, it is Group policy that we only accept cash to pay for any events.

· How is the Air Scout group organised?

Any Scout group normally has the following structure:

A Group Scout Leader: This is the person within the group that keeps an eye on all sections and tries to link the Executive committee with the Leaders.

The Executive committee: This is responsible for financing the group and paying for bills and new equipment etc. The Exec is lead by the Group Chairman and has a minimum of a Treasurer and Secretary on it. We would like to have at least one parent to represent the interests of the Beaver, Cub,  Air Scout, Air Explorer and Air Network sections. It is the Exec committee that decides the price of Subs and also has sub committees for fund raising to try and keep costs to parents to a minimum. The group nearly always needs people to help on the Exec committee so if you are interested please discuss it with a leader or the Group Scout Leader.

The Leaders: The leaders are just normal people. Most have become involved in Scouting because of their children. Some have gone through the sections and loved Scouting so much they have never left. All go through a very good training program and all are in Scouting because it is great fun and find it personally very rewarding (not in a monetary way, of course, as all leaders in the group are voluntary). Again the group never has enough leaders so if you are interesting in helping out please talk to a leader. Your help could be as little as once a month or on camps only. It would still be valuable. All leaders and adults involved with young people need to have been cleared by the Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) before they can participate in any activities. This includes parents who want to help out or just go along on a day trip or activity. It doesn’t cost you or the group to be CRB checked. It is also a slow process therefore we recommend that you do it when you first join the group and then you won’t miss out on a trip because you haven’t been CRB cleared. Ask a leader or the Group Scout Leader for the necessary CRB forms.

· Where can I find out more?

If you have access to the Internet try checking out the following sites?

www.9therithairscouts.org.uk  Our Groups website.

www.ecscouts.org.uk  Our Districts site.

www.glsescouts.org.uk Our Counties site.

www.scouts.org.uk  National site

www.scoutbase.org.uk  Scouting resources site

www.airscouts.org.uk  Air Scouts national site

Otherwise come down and talk to one of our leaders on a regular meeting night.

· What’s in it for me?

Simply Adventure, Fun and Friendship. 

As a bonus, you might learn to look after yourself, help out in your local community, understand self-respect and respect for others, be trusted whilst trusting others and to be better prepared for all that life has in store for you. 

